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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT AL-HAMDI ON SAUDI/YEMENI RELATIONS 

BEGIN SUMMARY: PRESIDENT HAMDI ON DEC 28 EXPRESSED 
COMPLETE SATISFACTION WITH RESULTS HIS RECENT VISIT TO 
JIDDA AND ALSO APPRECIATION FOR AMERICAN EFFORTS IN 
THIS REGARD. FOLLOWING THIS MEETING AND EARLIER 
MEETING WITH ASNAJ STILL NOT CLEAR WHAT SAUDIS ARE 
OFFERING HAMDI OR WHAT SAUDIS POSITION IS RE RECENT 
SOVIET ARMS PROPOSALS. RECOMMEND EMBASSY JIDDA TRY 
TO OBTAIN FURTHER INFORMATION AND WE WILL DO LIKEWISE. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. DURING DEC 28 CONVERSATION PRESIDENT HAMDI MADE 

THE FOLLOWING POINTS ABOUT THE RESULTS OF HIS RECENT VISIT 

TO SAUDI ARABIA AND THEIR EFFECTS ON SAUDI/YEMENI RELATIONS: 
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A. SAUDI LEADERS, INCLUDING KING KHALID, PRINCES 
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FAHD AND SULTAN ALL EXPRESSED FULL SUPPORT FOR THE YEMENI 
GOVERNMENT. 

B. A SPECIAL EMISSARY FROM PRINCE SULTAN WILL BE 
ARRIVING IN SANA IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS BRINGING FOR 
SIGNATURE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS RE MODERNIZATION OF THE YEMENI 
ARMY. 

C. SAUDI ARABIA WILL BE MOVING QUICKLY TO 
IMPLEMENT VARIOUS DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS LIKE ROADS 
AND THE REFINERY ONCE NECESSARY STUDIES ARE COMPLETED. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUESTION RE THE STATUS OF SOVIET 
ARMS PROPOSALS, HAMDI SAID THAT HE EXPRESSED TO THE 
SAUDIS YEMEN'S WILLINGNESS TO BE GUIDED BY SAUDI 
DESIRES RE MODERNIZATION OF THE YEMENI ARMY AND THAT 
YEMEN WOULD BE PREPARED TO TURN AWAY FROM THE SOVIETS 
ONCE THE YEMENI ARMY WAS ASSURED OF A FIRM ALTERNATIVE 
SUPPLY OF ARMS FROM SAUDI ARABIA AND ITS FRIENDS. HE 
REITERATED THAT WHILE HE WOULD PREFER A SINGLE SOURCE, 

THE UNITED STATES, HE AGAIN TOLD THE SAUDIS HE WAS 
LEAVING IT UP TO THEM TO DECIDE FROM WHOM THE ARMS WOULD 
BE PURCHASED. HAMDI EMPHASIZED THAT THE IMPORTANT 
THING NOW IS FOR THE SAUDIS TO DELIVER "THE PROPER" 

KINDS OF WEAPONS AND TO DELIVER THEM QUICKLY. I ASKED 
HAMDI IF HE HAD ANY IDEA OF THE SAUDI PROPOSALS. HE 
SAID THAT THE SAUDIS ONLY SPOKE IN GENERALITIES ABOUT 
"MODERN" WEAPONS BUT PROMISED HIM DETAILS WHEN THE SPECIAL 
EMISSARY ARRIVES. 

3. I ASKED HAMDI ABOUT SAUDI VIEWS OF THE INTERNAL 
SITUATION PARTICULARLY WITH REFERENCE TO SHAIKH ABDULLAH 
AL-AHMAR. HAMDI SAID THAT THE SAUDIS NOW HAVE A 

BETTER APPRECIATION OF THE LOCAL SITUATION AND OF THE 

NEED TO SUPPORT A STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNMENT SO THE 

ONLY WAY SUCCESSFULLY TO DEFEND YEMEN AND BY EXTENSION 

SAUDI ARABIA AGAINST EXTREMISM AND RADICALISM. HE CONTINUED 

THAT SHAIKH AHMAR ALSO APPARENTLY UNDERSTANDS THIS 

AND HAMDI EXPRESSED OPTIMISM THAT HE WOULD NOW BE COOPERATING 

WITH THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. 
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4. PRESIDENT HAMDI ALSO SEVERAL TIMES EXPRESSED THANKS 
OF BOTH THE YEMENI GOVERNMENT AND OF HIMSELF FOR ALL 
THE US EFFORTS ON YEMEN'S BEHALF. IN RESPONSE I TOLD 
HIM THAT A MAJOR REASON FOR ASS T. SECRETARY 
ATHERTON S RECENT VISIT TO JIDDA HAD BEEN TO PRESENT 
USG VIEWS RE YEMEN TO SAUDIS AND TO URGE FULL SAUDI 
SUPPORT OF PRESIDENT HAMDI AND HIS GOVERNMENT. HE 
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SAID HE WAS "CONSCIOUS" OF THESE AMERICAN EFFORTS IN RIYADH 
BECAUSE THEY WERE REFLECTED IN THE UNDERSTANDING AND 
SUPPORT WHICH THE SAUDIS ARE NOW GIVING TO YEMEN. HE 
ALSO EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR DIRECT US ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE IN THE PAST AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THIS 
ASSISTANCE COULD BE EXPANDED IN THE FUTURE. 

5. COMMENT: HAMDI APPEARED GENUINELY PLEASED WITH 
THE RESULTS OF HIS VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA AND EXUDED 

A QUIET CONFIDENCE ABOUT THE FUTURE BOTH OF HIS REGIME AND 
OF SAUDI/YEMENI RELATIONS. HIS APPRECIATION FOR OUR 
EFFORTS ALSO APPEARED GENUINE AND I BELIEVE WE CAN 
TAKE AMPLE SATISFACTION IN HAVING BROUGHT ABOUT THIS 
RAPPROACHMENT. END COMMENT. 

6. MEANWHILE THERE ARE STILL SEVERAL POINTS WHICH 
HAVE NOT BEEN CLARIFIED DURING MY TALKS HERE IN SANA. 

FIRST, WHAT MILITARY ASSISTANCE ARE THE SAUDIS SPECIFICALLY 
OFFERING? SECOND, HAVE THE SAUDIS ACQUIESCED, AS IT 
APPEARS THEY HAVE, TO YEMEN'S ACCEPTANCE OF THE SO-CALLED 
FIRST PHASE OF THE RECENT SOVIET OFFER WHICH ALLEGEDLY 
INCLUDES MIG 17S AND M-34 TANKS ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT 
THE YEMENIS WILL NOT ACCEPT THE SECOND PHASE WHICH INCLUDES 
"NEW" EQUIPMENT LIKE M-21 AND M-54 TANKS? NEITHER HAMDI 
NOR ASNAI WERE CLEAR ON THESE POINTS, ALTHOUGH I PRESSED FOR 
DETAILS. WILL TRY TO SEE AL-GHASHMI IN NEXT FEW DAYS ON 
THESE MATTERS. WOULD ALSO RECOMMEND EMBASSY JIDDA 
ENDEAVORING TO SEEK OUT ANSWERS AT THEIR END. 
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